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THIS WEEK 

SATURDAY 16 DEC 
6:00pm  Mass  

SUNDAY 17 DEC 
9:30am Mass + Kids Church, Morning Tea 
11:00am French Mass 
3:30pm Indonesian Community Mass 
6:00pm  Mass 

MONDAY 18 DEC 
9:00am Mass 

WEDNESDAY 20 DEC 
9:00am Mass  
6:30pm Reconciliation – Second Rite 

THURSDAY 21 DEC 
10:30am Healing Mass + Morning Tea 

FRIDAY 22 DEC 
9:00am  Mass 

SATURDAY 23 DEC 
6:00pm  Mass  

SUNDAY 24 DEC 
9:30am Mass + Kids Church, Morning Tea 
3:30pm Indonesian Community Mass 
6:00pm Christmas Carols 
6:30pm Christmas Family Mass 
8:30pm Indonesian Community Mass 
 
 

ARE YOU NEW TO THE PARISH? 

 
Welcome! Let us know how we can support 
you in your faith journey. Please introduce 
yourself to the parish priest and/or one of 
the hospitality team at morning tea.  
 

SIGN UP! 
 

Get the OLR eNews in your inbox  
each Friday afternoon.  Visit 
www.olrkensington.org.au 
 

 

We acknowledge the traditional owners who cared for this land for thousands of years and 
their descendants who have maintained these Spiritual connections and traditions. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
FR ALO 72)4%3ȣ 

 
 

LƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ tǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ 
 

Last week there was a big celebration to mark my 25th anniversary of priesthood. It 
was held at OLSH College Hall and attended by more than 500 people. I was 
overwhelmed by the well wishes and the celebration, however while people were 
taking pictures with me, I felt embarrassed as I thought that God should have been 
the focus of the celebration and not me. Now that the celebration is over, I still 
carry with me mixed feelings of excitement, gratefulness, but also unworthiness 
and some worries about the uncertainty of the future.  
  
In the middle of these feelings, I read this weekend’s readings.  They address my 
present situation. The first reading from the book of Prophet Isaiah speaks of 
gratefulness to God for being anointed and sent out. Isaiah says: “The spirit of the 
Lord God is upon me because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring 
glad tidings to the poor, to heal the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and release to the prisoners, to announce a year of favour from the Lord 
and a day of vindication by our God. I rejoice heartily in the Lord, in my God is the 
ƧƻȅΧ.” (Isaiah 61:1-2a). I feel I am being invited to rejoice in the Lord for his 
anointing and for sending me to spread the good news. That shifts my focus onto 
God and his blessings and not on myself and my sense of unworthiness.  
  
Paul in his letter to the Thessalonians reminds us all that prayer is the way of 
maintaining our focus on God and of keeping alive our spirit’s longing for God.  
  
The Gospel has the same tone. It says that John the Baptist was aware that he was 
not the Messiah that people were waiting for. John would have been a good and 
popular preacher who attracted many people to come to listen and to follow him.  
He could have been tempted to make himself the centre of his message by 
claiming to be the messiah or a great prophet. However John stated very clearly:     
άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǘΣ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ 
as Isaiah the prophet said. {ƻƳŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ ά²Ƙȅ 
then do you baptize if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?.....I baptize 
with water; but there is one among you whom you do not recognize, the one who is 
coming after me, whosŜ ǎŀƴŘŀƭ ǎǘǊŀǇ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ǘƻ ǳƴǘƛŜΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ 
.ŜǘƘŀƴȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ WƻǊŘŀƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ WƻƘƴ ǿŀǎ ōŀǇǘƛȊƛƴƎέ (John1:23-28). 
  
The message for us today is clear. We should be thankful to God for calling us to be 
who we are now. He sends us also to do something for others and that is to bring 
the good news to them. We must thank God for allowing and enabling us to share 
in his works. We must also be mindful not to claim these works as ours thus making 
us the focus of what we do. Indeed the focus must never be us; it is God.  
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PARISH  
DIRECTORY  
4 Roma Ave Kensington NSW 2033 
T: 9663 1070            
E: olrkensoparish@gmail.com  
W: http://olrkensington.org.au 
 

PARISH PRIEST  
Fr Aloysius Lamere msc 

ASSISTANT PRIEST 
Fr Kimi Vunivesilevu msc 

YOUTH MINISTER 
Snezana Tanevska – 0434 620 346 

PARISH SECRETARY 
Maria Caetano  (Mon-Fri, 9am-1pm) 

MASS TIMES  
Sat  6pm (Vigil) 
Sun  9:30am (Family), 6pm 
Mon, Wed, Fri - 9am 
Thurs  6pm 
Indonesian Mass  Sun  3:30pm 
French Mass Third Sun 11am 

RECONCILIATION 
Mon 9:30am & Thurs 5:30pm   
or by appointment  

ROSARY 
First Saturday at 3.00pm Rosary Room 

INDONESIAN COMMUNITY  
Fr Aloysius Tamnge msc – 0426 042 624 

BAPTISMS 
First Sunday - 11am, bookings required 

WEDDINGS 
By Appointment 

SACRAMENTS 
Contact parish office 

OLR PRIMARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Marie Nilon - 9663 3346 

OLSH COLLEGE PRINCIPAL 
 Jenny Fowler - 9662 4088  

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE   
Roy Rigotti - 9313 8334 
John Hill - 9663 3222 
Sr Pauline Richards - 9663 2447 

RESPONSES 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Rejoice in the Lord always;  
again I say, rejoice.  
 Indeed, the Lord is near. 

FIRST READING    
Isaiah 61: 1-2, 10-11 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
My soul rejoices in my God. 

SECOND READING 
1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;  
he sent me to bring Good News to  
the poor.  Alleluia! 

GOSPEL 
 John  1: 6-8, 19-28 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
Say to the faint of heart:   
Be strong and do not fear.   
Behold, our God will come and  
he will save us. 
 

OREMUS 
Let us Pray 

SICK  
Maria Pockaj, baby John (in America) 
 
 
If you would like to have a name added to 
the sick list, please contact the parish 
office. 
 

PARISHIONERS IN RESIDENTIAL 
CARE/HOMEBOUND 
Desleigh Carlton, Colleen Corcoran, 
Nella Custorella, May Kaveney,  
Elaine Love, Miriam McKoy,  
Frances McLaughlin, Angela Miranda, 
Lucienne Radzyminski, Gerhard Stocker, 
Margaret Stocker, Gwen Smith 
 

BELOVED DECEASED 
Cristina Pulvinenti (6/10) 
John McClusky, Tony McDonald,   
Valma Richards (17/11) {Ǌ tŀǳƭƛƴŜΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ 

Dennis Lionel Ryan (17/11) 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Br James Maher msc (6/12) 
Monica Mary McCaughan (11/12) 
 
 

ROSTERS  
                
16/17 DEC SAT 6:00PM SUN 9:30AM SUN 6:00PM 

Acolyte Handojo Widjaja Roel Castillo Gus Alimhamzah 

Readers  
   

Thelma Slunsky 
Cathy Shiner 

James Wong 
Lily Murcutt 

Karen Nonis 
Chris Nonis 

E. Ministers Sr Pauline 
Jan Nicholas 

Robyn Kildea 
Thomas Chia 
Nani Widarto 
Stephen Gatt 
Ana Corpuz 

Francine Pirola 
Craig Beck 

KidsChurch Jane Marmotta, Henny Wong 
Counting Johannes Tantohardjono, Bob Brenac, Giovanna Ziccardi 

Comm to Sick Jan Nicholas, Thomas Chia 

23/24 DEC SAT 6:00PM SUN 9:30AM CHRISTMAS EVE 

Acolyte John Allen Roel Castillo Sal Barone 

Readers  
 

John Dorahy 
Sr Pauline 

Josue Castro 
Jessica Bong 

TBA 

E. Ministers 
 
 
 
 
 

Alice Mouco 
Vien Suhadi 

Sheila McAndrew 
Grace Pandiangan 
Brian Koh 
Henny Ramali  
Amelia Iovanella 

Alice Mouco 
Sylvia Valarezo 
Margaret Rigotti 
Ike Junita 

KidsChurch Jane Marmotta 

Counting James Lynch, Helen Liew, Inge Sutanto, Philip Leung 

Comm to Sick Sheila McAndrew, Grace Pandiangan 
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BUILDING & MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Thank you to everyone who has donated to the building fund in support of our new 
Parish bathroom at the back of the Church. This project is long overdue and will 
make a real difference to the parishioners and families who use our beautiful 
church. There is still time to make a contribution if you would like to. Envelopes for 
donations are in the church and you can simply place them in the collection bags 
during mass. 
 
We are also happy to announce that rectification work on the floor in the Parish 
Hall will be undertaken over the school holidays. While it was price prohibitive to 
replace the entire floor, the work that will be done will help smooth out many of 
the rough boards and make it a safer and more comfortable flooring for the 
children to sit and play on.  
 

OLR CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE FOR ST VINCENT DE PAUL 
This year we have a Christmas Giving Tree in the Church. 
Currently located in the foyer of the Church. It reminds us that 
there are many individuals and families who will do without food 
and gifts at this time of year. You can help us make a difference 
to someone’s Christmas and spread a little joy.  Please take a 
tag from the tree and purchase the gift detailed on the tag. 
Return it under the tree unwrapped, but in a gift bag please. Our 
St Vincent de Paul committee will be collecting your generous 
donations and distributing them to those who are really in need 
this Christmas. If you have any questions, please contact Jane on 
0477 017 726. 

 

THE LIGHTS OF CHRISTMAS ς {¢ a!w¸Ω{ /!¢I95w![ 
6 ς 25 DECEMBER 2017    8.30PM-MIDNIGHT 
/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀǘ {ȅŘƴŜȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎt popular Christmas lights show 
Join us at the annual Lights of Christmas at St Mary’s Cathedral Square, in the heart 
of Sydney’s CBD, for a spectacular free sound and light show every night from 
Wednesday 6 December until Christmas Night 2017.  Choirs will sing Christmas 
carols from 7.30pm, and the new sound and light show celebrating the season of 
peace, joy and goodwill will illuminate the huge 75m façade of St Mary’s Cathedral 
at 8.30pm and continue through until midnight. This event continues to capture the 
imagination of adults and children alike and is now firmly Sydney’s most popular 
Christmas lights show. For more details:  http://lightsofchristmas.com.au/ 
 

CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCE SERVICE ς 17 DEC AT 7:30PM 
All are welcome to join in St Mary’s Cathedral as we remember and pray for all 
those who have died and whose memory we cherish over the Christmas season.  
 

THE JOURNEY CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAM ς 24 DEC 
Next week on the Journey, our Christmas Eve edition, we have our very own Bishop 
Peter Ingham sharing his Christmas message with us, Sr Hilda shares her Wisdom 
and wishes us Happy Christmas from the Nuns at Jamberoo Abbey, and during this 
very busy yet very Holy time, Marilyn Rodrigues, The Peaceful Parent, reminds us to 
Pray, Hope and Don’t worry.  It has been our pleasure to bring you Journey Catholic 
radio this year, and look forward to 2018.  God Bless and Merry Christmas.  Go to 
www.jcr.org.au  or www.itunes.jcr.org.au  where you can listen anytime and 
subscribe to weekly shows by email. 

 

 
ROSARY IN THE ROSARY ROOM 
Join us on 6 January at 3pm in  
the Rosary Room for the Rosary  
followed by afternoon tea.   
Children welcome. 

 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR 
 
 
 
 
This year OLR are having 2 Christmas Choirs for 
our Masses.  Both adults and children are invited 
to join either of these choirs.  Details as follows: 
 
1.  24 Dec 6.00pm Carols, 6.30pm Mass 
 Rehearsal – Tues Dec  19 at 7.00pm 
2. 25 Dec 9.30am Mass 
 Rehearsal Dec 23 at 4.30pm  

 

HEALING MASS & 
CHRISTMAS MORNING TEA 

The final Healing Mass for 2017 will be at OLR 
Church on Thursday 21 December at 10:30am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All welcome! 
 

Following the Healing Mass there will be 
Morning Tea in the Foyer of the Church, 

a celebration of Christmas. 

 
 

SPENDING CHRISTMAS ALONE?  

 
Come and join the Sisters on 25th December  

for Christmas dinner  at 12 noon,  
 OLSH Convent, 2 Kensington Rd Kensington.   

Please ring 9662 1777 as soon as  
you have decided.   

Transport available if necessary. 

 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 
Weekend  9/10 December 2017 
1st Collection $2,696 
2nd Collection $297 
Envelope Collection $510 
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WE’RE 
CELEBRATING… 
 
 
 

17  DECEMBER ς WEDDING 

Melvin Lei Li & Marianne Faith Caoile 
 
 
 
 

NOTICES 

 

CHRISTMAS 2017 MASS TIMES  

 

 
 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Wednesday Dec 20, 6:30pm:  Second Rite 

 
Christmas Eve, Sunday, Dec 24 

6pm - Carols 
6:30pm -  Family Mass  

8:30pm - Indonesian Community Mass 
 

Christmas Day, Monday Dec 25 
9:30am - Christmas Day Family Mass 

 
Holy Family, Sunday Dec 31 

9:30am: Mass (No KidsChurch)+Morning Tea 
Sat 6pm, Sun 3:30pm (Indonesian), Sun 6pm 

 
Mary, Mother of God, Monday, Jan 1 

9am: Mass 
 

Epiphany, Sunday, Jan 7 
9:30am: Mass & KidsChurch + Morning Tea 

Sat 6pm, Sun 3:30pm (Indonesian), 6pm 
 
 
 

 
AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC YOUTH FESTIVAL 
ACYF was a great opportunity for us to deepen and strengthen our connection 
with God and others. It proposes engaging activities for the youth to keep our 
Catholic Faith alive. At ACYF the atmosphere was uplifting with so many 
passionate young people gathered as one. We were able to find what we love 
about the Catholic community and to get involved in Catholic envangelisation. 
Speakers such as Archbishop Maelona, Emily Wilson and Matt Maher were 
such an inspiration and made us realise the things we take for granted. The 
atmosphere during Adoration was good for our soul and a relaxing way to 
develop our faith. At ACYF we also had the opportunity to give back by 
packing bags for Vinnies Night Patrol. When we were packing the bags at the 
back of our minds we knew that we were making a difference – having been 
inspired by Steve Agrisano’s song ‘Go Make a Difference.’ We highly 
recommend those who are interested in attending ACYF to come to the next 
one in 2019! Michelle, Nadine and Jazel. 
 

 

  
 
 

 


